
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP LUCAS COUNTY OHIO UNDERSPEED VEHICLES 

INSPECTIONS 
 
There are several requirements that must be met in order to legally operate an 
under speed vehicle on the roadways in Washington Township, Lucas County, 
Ohio. Please view the Washington Township Police Department’s Inspection 
Certificate below so you can make sure your under speed vehicle meets the 
requirements before scheduling your inspection. 
 
Here are the steps you will need to complete in order to certify your under speed 
vehicle for operation on public roadways: 

1. In order to have your vehicle properly inspected, you will need to 
contact the Washington Township Police Department Phone at (419) 
726-0478 or email: police@washington-twp.com to arrange for an 
officer to come to your location for the inspection. 

2. An inspector with the Washington Township Police Department will 
contact you to schedule a time to have your under speed vehicle 
inspected. This is first step in legalizing your vehicle for operation on a 
roadway. (Written documentation showing State Minimum Liability 
Insurance coverage on the under speed vehicle must be shown at the 
time of the inspection). Once all inspection requirements have been 
met, you will be given an Inspection Certificate to take to the Title 
Office in Lucas County.  Under speed vehicle inspections are a one-
time fee of $25.00.  The Police Department accepts cash or check only 
(payable to Washington Township). 

3. Next, you will take your Inspection Certificate, Proof of Insurance and 
Proof of Ownership to the Title Office. Once they have verified that 
everything is in order, they will issue you a Certificate of Title. 

4. Finally, you will need to take the above items to a Deputy Registrar at 
the Bureau of Motor Vehicles where they will verify you have 
completed the above steps and then you will be issued the license plate 
for your under speed vehicle. 

 

tel:+14197260478
tel:+14197260478
mailto:police@washington-twp.com


Operation of your under speed vehicle must be in accordance ALL motor vehicle 
laws located within the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) including having a valid 
operator’s license.  

Below are some excerpts from the Ohio Revised Code –  

Definitions -  

(VV) "Utility vehicle" means a self-propelled vehicle designed with a bed, principally 
for the purpose of transporting material or cargo in connection with construction, 
agricultural, forestry, grounds maintenance, lawn and garden, materials handling, 
or similar activities. 

(WW) "Low-speed vehicle" means a three-or four-wheeled motor vehicle with an 
attainable speed in one mile on a paved level surface of more than twenty miles 
per hour but not more than twenty-five miles per hour and with a gross vehicle 
weight rating less than three thousand pounds. 

(XX) "Under-speed vehicle" means a three-or four-wheeled vehicle, including a 
vehicle commonly known as a golf cart, with an attainable speed on a paved level 
surface of not more than twenty miles per hour and with a gross vehicle weight 
rating less than three thousand pounds. 

(BBB) "Mini-truck" means a vehicle that has four wheels, is propelled by an electric 
motor with a rated power of seven thousand five hundred watts or less or an 
internal combustion engine with a piston displacement capacity of six hundred sixty 
cubic centimeters or less, has a total dry weight of nine hundred to two thousand 
two hundred pounds, contains an enclosed cabin and a seat for the vehicle 
operator, resembles a pickup truck or van with a cargo area or bed located at the 
rear of the vehicle, and was not originally manufactured to meet federal motor 
vehicle safety standards. 

4511.214 Operation of low-speed, under-speed, or utility vehicle, or a mini-
truck. 

(A) 

(1) No person shall operate a low-speed vehicle upon any street or highway having 
an established speed limit greater than thirty-five miles per hour. 



(2) No person shall operate an under-speed or utility vehicle or a mini-truck upon 
any street or highway except as follows: 

(a) Upon a street or highway having an established speed limit not greater than 
thirty-five miles per hour and only upon such streets or highways where a local 
authority has granted permission for such operation in accordance with 
section 4511.215 of the Revised Code; 

(b) A state park or political subdivision employee or volunteer operating a utility 
vehicle exclusively within the boundaries of state parks or political subdivision 
parks for the operation or maintenance of state or political subdivision park 
facilities. 

(3) No person shall operate a motor-driven cycle or motor scooter upon any street 
or highway having an established speed limit greater than forty-five miles per hour. 

(B) This section does not prohibit either of the following: 

(1) A person operating a low-speed vehicle, under-speed, or utility vehicle or a mini-
truck from proceeding across an intersection of a street or highway having a speed 
limit greater than thirty-five miles per hour; 

(2) A person operating a motor-driven cycle or motor scooter from proceeding 
across an intersection of a street or highway having a speed limit greater than forty-
five miles per hour. 

(C) Nothing in this section shall prevent a local authority from adopting more 
stringent local ordinances, resolutions, or regulations governing the operation of a 
low-speed vehicle or a mini-truck, or a motor-driven cycle or motor scooter. 

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (A) of 
this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If within one year of the offense, the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 
of the fourth degree. If within one year of the offense, the offender previously has 
been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4511.215


RESOLUTION approved by the board of trustees on 2/23/2021 

RESOLUTION # 04:21 
 
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Sections 4511.214(A)(2)(a) and 4511.215 authorize Township 
Trustees to permit and regulate the use of under-speed vehicles, utility vehicles, or mini-trucks 
upon public streets or highways under its jurisdiction; and 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Revised Code 4511.214 provides, that pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 
Section 4511.215(B), Township Trustees have the authority to establish additional 
requirements for the operation of under speed vehicles, utility vehicles, or mini trucks on the 
public streets or highways within its jurisdiction;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Washington Township Board of Trustees, LUCAS 
COUNTY, State of Ohio that: 
1. Definitions. 
A. Utility vehicle has the same meaning as in Section 4501.01(VV) of the Ohio Revised Code; 
B. Under-speed vehicle has the same as in Section 4501.01(XX) of the Ohio Revised Code; and 
C. Mini-truck has the same meaning as Section 4501.01(BBB) of the Ohio Revised Code 
2. The Trustees hereby authorize the operation of under-speed vehicles, utility vehicles and 
mini-trucks on the public streets or highways under the jurisdiction of the Township under the 
following conditions: 
 
A. The operation of these vehicles is limited to Township streets and highways having an 
established speed limit not greater than thirty-five miles per hour; 
B. The vehicle must be inspected by a local law enforcement agency that complies with 
inspection requirements established by the Ohio Department of Public Safety under Section 
4513.02 of the Ohio Revised Code; 
C. The vehicles must successfully pass the inspection required by Section 2(B) of this 
resolution, be registered in accordance with Chapter 4503 of the Ohio Revised Code, and titled 
in accordance with Chapter 4505 of the Ohio Revised Code; 
3. In addition to the requirements of Section 2, in accordance with Section 4511.214(C), under-
speed vehicles, utility vehicles and mini-trucks operating on the public streets and highways 
under the Township’s jurisdiction shall comply with the following conditions: 
A. The vehicle must be equipped with windshield wipers, brackets for rear license plate, license 
plate light, horn and seatbelts for all occupants; 
B. Insured in accordance with Ohio law; and 
C. Comply with all applicable Ohio laws. 
4. The Fiscal Officer is directed to notify the Ohio Director of Public Safety of the authorization 
for the operation of under-speed vehicles, utility vehicles, and mini-trucks on public streets and 
highways under the jurisdiction of the Township. 
5. The resolution shall have an effective date of April 1, 2021.  

 

 

 



https://publicsafety.ohio.gov/static/DPS1373.pdf 



 


